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Gr 7 Up-A literate, readable book that's certain to capture an elusive teen audience either assigned

to do a report or just wanting to learn about the history of rock 'n' roll. Following a 10-page overview

of The King's life and times, the book breaks down Elvis's action-packed life into 17 essays,

examining how his roots turned him into the catalyst that fused black and white sounds and

changed music forever. Some of the selections were taken from larger works, and were written by a

wide cross section of knowledgeable people. All are both intensely readable and full of information,

making the book the perfect springboard to launch interested readers into the history of rock 'n' roll.

The fine thing about this collection of essays is that the writers examine their subject with respect.

While there's a King-sized amount of dirt available to sling at Elvis's reputation, and these authors

don't whitewash him, they chose to take the high road, pointing out the importance of his role in

American music, concentrating on what he did and accepting who he was, and not fixating on what

he should, might, or could have done differently. Although readers hoping for lurid gossip or glossy

photos may be disappointed by this volume, it will be a valuable addition to most library

collections.Ginny Gustin, Sonoma County Library System, Santa Rosa, CACopyright 2001 Cahners

Business Information, Inc.
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